Cucumber mosaic virus (CMV) has been detected in lentil seed grown in New Zealand. In 1994 experimental plots of the cv. 'Rajah' inoculated with CMV yielded 15% less mean field weight of seed than controls. In 1995 losses were similar for 'Rajah' and 'Titore', but after dressing, losses increased to 17 and 19% respectively. Plant numbers were similarly reduced by CMV infection, 18% in 'Rajah' and 7% in 'Titore'. Thousand seed weight was not significantly affected by infection. Other observations on the effects of CMV infection in lentil are also discussed. Surveys of commercial lentil seed lines detected CMV incidences of up to 2.5%, experimental seed transmission in glasshouse experiments failed to replicate this level of infection. In a field experiment in 1996, using four levels of seed-borne CMV ( 0, 0.5%, 1%, 2%), mean seed-borne incidences of between 1.5% and 6% were recorded.
